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PREFATORY  XOTE. 


The  Comiuittee  has  not  published  anything  relating  to 
the  evangelical  test  save  the  pamphlet  originally  issued 
about  tbe  date  of  its  adoption.  The  following  paper  by 
Mr.  Weidensall,  the  senior  Secretary  of  the  Committee 
states  succinctly  the  general  history  of  the  measure,  and 
will  be  of  real  value  to  Association  men.  Perhaps  at 
some  time  those  immediately  concerned  in  calling  the 
matter  to  the  attention  of  the  Conventions  may  be  dis- 
posed to  make  up  a complete  record. 


OUR  EVANGELICAL  BASIS:  ITS  RE- 
LATION TO  THE  GROWTH 
AND  PERPETUITY  OF 
THE  ASSOCIATION. 

I.  Our  Evangelical  Basis:  Its  History. 

It  is  impossible  for  any  one  in  a brief 
paper  to  set  forth  all  that  pertains  to  the 
history  of  the  evangelical  basis  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  Ac- 
cordingly I will  confine  myself  to  a few 
of  the  facts,  and  under  three  heads  : 

1. — The  evangelical  purpose  of  the  As- 
sociation was  clearly  set  forth  in  the 
declaration  of  the  World’s  Conference  of 
YToung  Men’s  Christian  Associations  at 
Paris,  in  1855: 

“The  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations 
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seek  to  unite  those  young  men  who,  regarding 
Jesus  Christ  as  their  God  and  Savior,  accord- 
ing to  the  Holy  Scriptures,  desire  to  be  His 
disciples  in  their  doctrine  and  in  their  life, 
and  to  associate  their  efforts  for  the  extension 
of  His  Kingdom  among  young  men.” 

Without  changing  the  meaning,  hut 
rather  as  intensifying  it,  this  declaration 
may  he  stated  thus  : The  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Associations  seek  to  unite  those 
young  men, 

(1)  — Who  regard  Jesus  Christ  as  their 
God  and  Savior,  according  to  the  Holy 
Scriptures; 

(2)  — Who  desire  to  be  His  disciples  in 
their  doctrine  and  in  their  life,  and 

(3)  — Who  desire  to  associate  their  ef- 
forts for  (that  all  important  and  single 
mission),  the  extension  of  His  Kingdom 
among  young  men. 

This  declaration  was  adopted  by  repre- 
sentatives from  all  parts  of  Christendom, 
where  Associations  then  existed,  in  formal 
conference  and  under  the  immediate  in- 
fluence of  the  World’s  Evangelical  Al- 


liauce  at  the  same  time  assembled  iu 
Paris.  It  has  been  frequently  reaffirmed 
in  conventions  and  conferences  of  the 
Associations,  and  from  it  there  has  been 
no  dissent.  It  has  always  been  given 
conspicuous  place  in  Association  litera- 
ture and  designated  “our  platform.” 

The  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association 
was  not  organized  primarily  to  inculcate 
moral  principles,  to  institute  educational 
advantages,  to  foster  physical  develop- 
ment, to  promote  social  elevation,  etc., 
but  to  help  in  extending  the  Kingdom  of 
Christ  among  young  men,  and  this  is  still 
its  purpose.  Anything  good  in  itself 
which  conforms  to  this  and  is  in  anyway 
helpful  to  young  men  may  be  employed; 
but  anything,  however  good  in  itself,  that 
does  not,  or  that  stands  in  the  way  of  its 
execution,  the  Association  cannot  use  and 
be  true  to  itself. 

2. — The  evangelical  purpose  of  the  As- 
sociation and  its  vital  relation  to  the  evan- 
gelical churches,  are  plainly  stated  in  the 
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resolution  of  the  International  Conven- 
tion, held  at  Detroit  in  1868. 

Resolved:  That  as  these  organizations  bear 
the  name  of  Christian,  and  profess  to  be  en- 
gaged directly  in  the  Savior’s  service,  so  it  is 
clearly  their  duty  to  maintain  the  control  and 
management  of  all  their  affairs  in  the  hands 
of  those  who  profess  to  love  and  publicly  avow 
their  faith  in  Jesus,  the  Redeemer,  as  Divine, 
and  who  testify  their  faith  by  becoming  and 
remaining  members  of  churches  held  to  be 
evangelical. 

This  resolution  was  reaffirmed  at  the 
Portland  convention  in  1869,  and  the 
following  definition  of  “ evangelical 
churches  ” added  : 

“And  we  hold  those  churches  to  be  evan- 
gelical which,  maintaining  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures to  be  the  only  infallible  rule  of  faith 
and  practice,  do  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  (the  only  begotten  son  of  the  Father, 
King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords,  in  whom 
dwelletli  the  fullness  of  the  Godhead  bodily, 
and  who  was  made  sin  for  us,  though  know- 
ing no  sin,  bearing  our  sins  in  his  own  body 
on  the  tree),  as  the  only  ‘ name  under  heaven, 
given  among  men,  whereby  we  must  be  saved' 
from  everlasting  punishment,  and  unto  life 
eternal.” 


This  resolution  based  upon  the  evangel- 
ical purpose  and  character  of  the  Associa- 
tions as  indicated  by  their  name  and  pro- 
fession of  direct  work  in  the  Savior’s  ser- 
vice, positively  declares  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Associations  to  maintain  the 
control  and  management  of  all  their 
affairs  in  the  hands  of  those  who  profess 
to  love  iiud  publicly  avow  their  faith  in 
Jesus,  the  Redeemer,  as  divine,  and  who 
testify  their  faith  by  becoming  and  re- 
maining members  of  churches  held  to  be 
evangelical.  Not  churches  that  assume 
to  be  so,  but  which  are  generally  held  to 
be  evangelical  by  others.  The  resolution 
also  designates  what  churches  are  held  to 
be  evangelical, not  including  nor  excluding 
any  by  their  respective  names,  but  by 
a test  almost  entirely  in  scripture  lan- 
guage. 

The  cordial  and  subordinate  relation- 
ship of  the  Associations  to  the  evangelical 
churches  is  clearly  set  forth  in  the  fore- 
going resolution,  and  in  the  following  also 
passed  at  Portland,  in  1869: 
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“Resolved:  That  we  consider  it  the  bounden 
duty  of  the  members  of  all  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations  calling  themselves 
Christians,  to  hold  their  duties  and  obliga- 
tions to  their  respective  churches,  and  to  the 
services  of  the  same,  as  having  a prior  claim 
upon  their  sympathy  and  efforts.” 

“ Resolved : That  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
work  for  the  Savior  among  young  men  which 
they  have  assumed,  they  should  heartily  and 
zealously  co-operate  with  the  divinely  ap- 
pointed ministry,  and  with  all  evangelical 
bodies  of  Christians.” 

3. — The  evangelical  character  of  the 
Association,  the  nature  of  its  work,  and 
the  relation  it  sustains  to  all  other  issues 
and  questions,  are  forcibly  stated  in  the 
two  resolutions  which  follow.  The  first 
was  adopted  by  the  International  Con- 
vention at  Detroit,  in  1808,  and  the  second 
by  that  at  Washington,  1871. 

“ Resolred:  That  it  is  the  duty  of  our  mem- 
bers to  make  special  personal  efforts  for  the 
salvation  of  the  stranger  young  men,  to  greet 
them  as  brothers  beloved  in  the  Lord,  whose 
souls  are  precious  in  the  Master’s  sight, 
and  to  give  them  the  cordial  grasp  of  the 
Christian  hand,  warm  with  the  love  of  the 


Christian  heart,  and  that  in  the  performance 
of  this  duty,  pride  must  be  deposed,  false 
dignity  be  dethroned,  and  diffidence  overcome. 
Imitating  the  example  of  our  blessed  Savior, 
may  it  be  our  delight  to  go  about  doing  good, 
and,  making  it  our  meat  and  drink  to  do  our 
Father’s  will,  however  and  whenever  man- 
ifested, until  we  shall  finally,  with  those  whom 
God  has  given  us,  rest  from  labor  and  enjoy 
its  fruit.  ” 

“Resolved : That  Young  Men’s  Christian  As- 
sociations are  organized  especially  to  labor 
for  and  among  young  men,  that  they  consti- 
tute a Union  Board  of  the  Church  of  Christ, 
charged  with  the  performance  of  a specific 
duty,  that  in  the  prosecution  of  their  work, 
the  Associations,  as  such,  have  no  polities, 
know  no  distinctions  among  men  excejit 
between  those  who  love  Christ  and  those  who 
love  Him  not,  and  that  it  does  not  fall  within 
the  sphere  of  their  duties  to  take  part  in  any 
controversy,  or  to  make  official  deliverance 
upon  any  topic,  however  commendable  in 
itself,  or  however  it  may  appeal  to  the  Chris- 
tian or  humanitarian  (humane)  sympathies  of 
individuals,  which  does  not  relate  directly  to 
the  work  of  evangelization  among  young  men 
by  the  agencies  appropriate  to  their  own  or- 
ganization.” 
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II.  Our  Evangelical  Ba«i»<*:  i|s  rela- 
linn  to  tile  srrovvlli  of  i lie*  A»«iM-ia 
lion. 

A detailed  account  of  all  that  is  in- 
volved in  this  statement  is  unnecessary 
Reference  to  some  of  the  more  important 
facts  in  the  development  of  the  organ! 
zation  will  suffice  to  show  the  continuum 
and  controlling  relation  the  evaugelica 
basis  has  sustained  to  it.  The  first  prayei 
meeting  of  young  men  in  George  Williams 
room  in  London,  was  brought  togetliej 
by  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  evaugelica 
Christianity — to  lead  young  men  to  Jesui 
Christ,  as  a Savior,  and  to  afford  close: 
fellowship  in  His  name.  Prayer  meeting: 
have  ever  since  constituted  an  importan 
feature  in  the  work.  The  purpose  anc 
character  of  evangelical  Christianity  en 
tered  as  prime  elements  into  the  firs 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  insti 
tuted  in  London,  1844.  and  perhaps  th 
first  begotten  child  of  the  intensely  grow 
ing  union  spirit  of  evangelical  Christianit 
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that  was  brooding  over  Christendom  at 
that  time,  and  which  two  years  later,  in 
London,  181(>,  resulted  in  the  formation 
of  the  World’s  Evangelical  Alliance. 
Other  Associations  of  like  character  were 
organized  in  various  parts  of  the  Christian 
world,  and  prosecuted  their  work  as  best 
they  could,  almost  single  handed. 

The  same  spirit  and  purpose  that  led 
to  the  formation  of  the  local  Associations 
of  evangelical  Christian  young  men,  in 
due  time  brought  together  their  repre- 
sentatives in  conventions  and  conferences 
to  inspire  each  other  with  their  personal 
presence,  and  to  learn  from  the  wide  ex- 
perience of  all  the  best  course  to  pursue 
in  the  growing  work.  After  the  first  de- 
cade, filled  with  trials,  failures  and  dis- 
tracting efforts,  and  from  our  standpoint 
showing  little  progress,  it  might  seem 
that  a change  of  basis  would  be  thought 
desirable.  But  on  the  contrary  the  As- 
sociations of  the  world  in  conference  at 
Paris  in  1855,  sent  forth  that  timely  and 
remarkable  evangelical  declaration,  that 
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has  ever  since  (humanly  speaking)  been 
the  guiding  star  of  our  Association  cause. 
During  the  great  religious  awakening  of 
1857  and  1858  with  its  numberless  prayer- 
meetings,  daily  and  almost  everywhere, 
the  Associations  were  greatly  multiplied 
in  numbers  and  intensity,  and  they  have 
ever  since  maintained  such  meetings,  and 
more  of  them,  than  any  other  one  Chris- 
tian organization. 

Soon  after  this  the  Association  cause 
received  a severe  check  in  the  breaking 
out  and  continuance  of  the  great  civil 
war.  Thousands  of  the  members  entered 
the  armies;  others,  both  north  and  south, 
found  abundant  opportunity  for  Christian 
work  in  camp  and  hospital,  the  United 
States  Christian  Commission  being  the 
child  of  the  northern  Associations;  but 
the  work  as  a whole  languished  and 
many  of  the  Associations'  died.  In 
this  manner  the  second  decade  closed 
and  it  might  have  been  feared  that  a new 
basis  of  Association  effort  would  be  de- 
manded and  receive  general  endorsement 
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But  at  tlie  World’s  Conference  of  the  As- 
sociations at  Elberfeld,  Germany,  in  the 
year  1865,  an  advanced  and  upward  step 
was  taken  in  a true  evangelical  direction 
in  the  following  fourfold  declaration,  that 
showed  to  the  world  that  the  Lord’s  hand 
was  in  this  work,  and  sent  cheer  and 
courage  to  all  : 

(1)  — That  it  is  one  of  the  chief  duties  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations  to  awaken, 
preserve,  and  advance  the  communion  of 
Christian  life  among  young  men. 

(2)  — That  this  communion  of  Christian  life 
can  only  be  truly  healthy  and  blessed  when  it 
comes  from  the  true  communion  of  the  heart 
with  God. 

(3)  — That  the  Associations  have,  before  all 
things,  to  strive  that  this  communion  with 
God  be  awakened  amongst  young  men  by 
faithful  use  of  the  means  of  grace  and  dili- 
gent study  of  God's  Word. 

(4)  — That  this  conference  can  only  regard 
those  Associations  as  having  the  true  princi- 
ples of  association  before  them,  which  cherish 
this  communion  of  Christian  life,  resulting 
from  the  hidden  communion  of  the  heart  with 
God. 
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These  declarations  were  heartily  con- 
curred in  by  a resolution  of  the  Inter- 
national Convention,  held  in  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  in  1860.  A very  important  and 
necessary  resolution  was  also  adopted  at 
the  International  Convention  in  Montreal, 
in  1867. 

Renoir  eel,  “That  hereafter,  the  delegates  to 
the  annual  convention  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Associations  of  the  United  States 
and  British  Provinces  be  selected  only  from 
the  list  of  active  members  of  the  various 
Associations  to  be  represented.” 

Under  ordinary  circumstances  this  ac- 
tion would  have  proved  a sufficient  guard 
to  insure  the  maintenance  of  the  evangel- 
ical basis,  but  from  the  close  of  the  war 
until  1869,  a large  number  of  Associations 
were  organized  without  a close  supervis- 
ing agency  to  acquaint  them  of  their  true 
purpose  and  character.  The  Association 
became  a popular  institution.  This  was 
its  great  danger  line,  for  non-evangelical 
men  entered  into  its  active  membership  ; 
indeed,  in  some  cases  non-Christian  men 
were  made  active  members.  This  tended 


15 


to  detract  from  the  high  spiritual  char- 
acter and  work  of  the  organization,  to.  en- 
gender strife  among  the  members  in 
their  meetings  and  conventions,  and  per- 
haps rendered  some  of  the  Associations 
non-Christian,  maintaining  only  secular 
agencies,  and  in  many  other  cases 
proved  the  death  of  the  society.  It  might 
even  threaten  the  abolition  of  the  evair 
gelical  basis  ; but  the  evangelical  element 
in  the  Association  was  a strong  growth  of 
many  years,  and  aware  that  it  might 
ultimately  be  put  to  great  disadvantage 
by  these  contrary  elements,  invested  with 
the  right  of  active  membership,  it  strongly 
asserted  itself  and  determined  to  settle 
the  matter  for  all  time. 

In  as  definite  a manner  as  possible, 
accordingly,  a test  of  active  membership 
of  the  local  Associations,  putting  the 
control  and  management  of  all  their 
affairs  in  the  hands  of  young  men  who 
were  members  in  good  standing  of  evan- 
gelical churches,  was  adopted  by  the  In- 
ternational Convention  at  Detroit  in  18G8. 
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The  following  resolution  was  passed  in 
the  same  convention  to  insure  the  general 
adoption  of  this  test  by  the  local  Associa- 
tions : 

Resolred,  “That  the  Executive  Committee 
and  the  corresponding  members  are  hereby 
instructed  to  employ  all  proper  means  to 
secure  the  adoption  of  this  test  of  active 
membership  by  all  the  Associations,  and 
especially  to  secure  its  incorporation  in  the 
most  permanent  form  in  the  constitutions  of 
all  Associations  that  may  hereafter  be 
formed.” 

The  older  members  of  the  Association 
will  remember  the  care  with  which  this 
test  of  active  membership  was  put  in  the 
constitutions,  and  it  was  guarded  by  a 
provision  substantially  in  the  following 
fox-m  : “ The  provisions  of  this  constitu- 

tion in  Sec.  - — - of  Art.  — , whereby  active 
membership  and  the  right  to  vote  and 
hold  office  can  be  conferred  only  upon 
young  men,  members  in  good  standing 
of  evangelical  churches,  shall  never  be 
annulled,  and  no  alteration  or  amendment 
to  this  constitution  shall  be  made,  which 
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if  made,  would  allow  these  said  provis- 
ions to  be  annulled.” 

These  resolutions  faithfully  carried  out 
would  seem  adequate  guards  against  the 
influences  which  have  been  suggested. 
The  International  Committee,  however, 
felt  that  for  the  effective  application  of  this 
test,  further  action  was  desirable,  and  ac- 
cordingly it  asked  in  the  next  annual  re- 
port for  a re-affirmance  of  the  test,  and 
for  an  additional  operative  resolution.  The 
test  adopted  at  Detroit  was  re-affirmed 
without  dissent.  General  Howard  raised 
the  question  as  to  the  import  of  the  word 
“evangelical”  and  a special  committee 
reported  the  definition — drawn  by  Dr. 
Howard  Crosby,  of  New  York — which  was 
also  ^dopted  without  dissent,  and  has 
ever  since  stood  as  the  sentiment  of  the 
Associations.-  This  platform  has  taken  the 
name  of  the  “Portland  test”  because,  at 
the  Convention  held  in  that  city  in  1869, 
the  action  assumed  its  permanent  form. 

The  Portland  Convention  as  a comple- 
ment to  the  test  and  responding  to  the 
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request  of  the  International  Committee, 
also  passed  the  following  resolution  to 
protect  future  International  Conventions 
against  the  representation  of  all  Associa- 
tions organized  after  that  time  upon  a 
false  basis. 

“ Resolved:  That  the  Associations  organized 
after  this  date,  shall  be  entitled  to  representa- 
tion in  future  conferences  of  the  associated 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations  of  North 
America,  upon  condition  that  they  be  sever- 
ally composed  of  young  men  in  communion 
with  evangelical  churches  (provided  that  in 
places  where  Associations  are  formed  by  a 
single  denomination,  members  of  other  de- 
nominations are  not  excluded  therefrom),  and 
active  membership  and  the  right  to  hold 
office  be  conferred  only  upon  young  men  who 
are  members  in  good  standing  of  evangelical 
churches.” 

Before  this  time  comparatively  small 
means  were  afforded  the  Associations  for 
the  support  of  their  work,  and  almost 
nothing  for  buildings  of  their  own  (only 
where  the  evangelical  character  of  the 
Association  immediately  concerned  was 
clearly  established),  and  but  few  persons 


were  led  to  devote  their  time  to  Associa- 
tion work  as  a special  calling.  But  the 
adoption  of  this  test  of  active  membership 
making  permanent  our  evangelical  basis, 
cleared  the  Association  sky,  and  wherever 
understood,  commanded  the  approval  and 
co-operation  of  the  evangelical  churches. 

In  due  time  such  Associations  as  had 
not  already  incorporated  the  substance 
of  this  test  in  their  constitutions  with 
but  few  exceptions  adopted  it,  and 
the  states  were  organized  afterwards  with 
it  permanently  incorporated  in  their  con- 
stitutions or  rules  of  government.  In 
fact,  it  was  universally  accepted  by 
Association  men.  This  opened  the  way 
for  the  unparalleled  work  which  has  fol- 
lowed. 

With  its  evangelical  basis  clearly  un- 
derstood, the  Association  has  established 
itself  in  almost  all  of  the  large  towns 
and  cities  of  North  America.  With 
a clear  understanding  of  its  evan- 
gelical basis,  the  Association  has  made 
its  way  into  hundreds  of  colleges,  uni- 
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versifies,  normal  schools  and  other 
educational  institutions.  In  like  manner 
it  has  undertaken  the  difficult  work  of 
benefiting  railroad  men,  commercial  trav- 
elers, non-English-speaking  young  men, 
colored  young  men,  etc.  The  evangelical 
basis,  and  the  loyalty  of  the  Association  to 
it,  has  won  the  almost  unqualified  approval 
of  the  evangelical  churches,  and  their  co- 
operation in  its  work.  Almost  without 
question,  the  evangelical  churches  now 
enter  into  and  support  whatever  work  the 
Association  undertakes,  believing  it  to  be 
in  safe  hands,  whether  that  be  Bible  study, 
prayer  meetings,  entertainments,  lectures, 
out-door  athletics  or  educational  classes. 
God  forbid  that  the  Associations,  having 
secured  such  confidence  should  ever 
violate  it.  Unquestionably  the  growth  of 
the  Associations  in  all  that  pertains  to 
their  true  worth  and  work,  in  whatever 
direction  exercised,  has  been  dependent 
upon  their  loyalty  to  Jesus  Christ  as 
Lord  and  Savior. 

Such  a conception  of  the  Young  Men's 
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Christian  Association,  with  an  almost  un- 
limited endorsement  by  the  evangelical 
churches,  and  such  onlif  could  have  in- 
duced Bishop  Peck  to  pen  the  following 
statement  regarding  it:  “No  other  agency 
has  yet  been  discovered,  in  which  are 
combined,  to  the  same  degree,  those  de- 
sirable constituent  elements,  catliolicy, 
economy,  originality,  progressiveness, 
sympathy,  efficiency  and  vitality.” 
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HI  Our  Evangfilifal  Basis:  its  ■eo- 
lation to  tlie  Perpetuity  of  llie 
Association. 

In  view  of  the  record  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Associations  have  been 
able  hitherto  to  make,  and  the  van- 
tage ground  already  attained  by  adhering 
closely  to  their  evangelical  basis,  what  of 
the  future  ? Shall  we  yet  retain  the  name 
of  Christian,  and  outwardly  profess  to  he 
engaged  directly  in  the  Savior’s  service, 
but  give  up  our  true  basis,  and  relying 
upon  what  has  already  been  accomplished, 
upon  our  present  strength,  our  splendid 
buildings,  equipments  and  our  force  of 
workers,  flatter  ourselves  that  with  our 
own  wisdom  and  skill  we  can  maintain 
the  Associations  and  their  work  V Im- 
possible. Indeed , no  tme  Association 

man  thinks  of  it.  Our  past  history  re- 
cords the  wreck  of  not  a few  so-called 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations 
that  started  out  with  good  promise  but 


without  the  evangelical  basis.  Scarcely 
one  of  this  character  now  remains  ; but 
if  per  adventure  one  or  more  should 
at  present  exist,  they  have  nothing  to 
their  account  that  would  warrant  a repe- 
tition of  such  a course  of  action  by  good 
and  thoughtful  Christian  men.  A man 
may  have  a well  developed  body  and  a 
finely  cultured  mind  (if  possible),  with 
good  prospects  about  him,  but  if  the  pur- 
pose of  his  heart  and  soul  is  not  true,  he 
is  a failure.  What  is  true  of  individuals 
in  this  respect  is  also  true  of  Associations. 
Such  organizations  will  soon  lose  the  con- 
fidence of  all  the  evangelical  churches, 
and  the  active  support  and  co-operation 
of  all  evangelical  Christians,  including 
their  own  best  members,  and  more  than 
that,  they  will  incur  the  displeasure  of 
Jesus  Christ,  who  will  say  to  them  as 
he  said  to  the  angel  of  the  church  of 
Ephesus  : “ 1 know  thy  works  and  thy 
labor  and  thy  patience,  etc.  . . never- 

theless I have  somewhat  against  thee, 
because  thou  hast  left  thy  first  love.  Ee- 
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member  therefore  from  whence  thou  art 
fallen,  and  repent  and  do  the  first  works; 
or  else  I will  come  unto  thee  quickly,  and 
will  remove  thy  candlestick  out  of  his  place, 
except  thou  repent  ” — Rev.  ii:  2-5. 

Shall  we  retain  the  name  of  Christian  and 
outwardly  profess  to  be  engaged  directly 
in  the  Savior’s  service,  but  give  up  part  of 
our  evangelical  basis  and  make  a com- 
promise with  the  world  ? Many  such 
Associations  have  signally  failed.  They 
neither  commanded  the  respect  of  evan- 
gelical Christians  nor  of  the  men  of  the 
world  ; and  the  Lord  himself  will  say  to 
such,  as  he  said  to  the  angel  of  the 
church  of  the  Laodiceans:  “I  know  thy 
works,  that  thou  art  neither  cold  nor  hot: 
So  then  because  thou  art  lukewarm, 
and  neither  cold  nor  hot,  I will  spew  thee 
out  of  my  mouth.” — Rev.  iii:  15-16. 

Or  shall  we  not  only  bear  the  name  of 
Christian  and  publically  profess  to  be  en- 
gaged directly  in  the  Savior’s  service,  but 
adhere  more  closely  than  ever  to  our 
evangelical  basis,  and  in  good  faith  carry 


out  all  its  purposes  and  provisions  to  the 
full  extent  of  our  ability.  This  is  the 
only  course  to  pursue.  The  same  line  of 
action  that  developed  the  Association  to 
its  present  condition  will  not  only  per- 
petuate its  existence  but  insure  its  great- 
est extension  in  the  right  direction.  This 
alone  will  answer  to  the  convictions  of 
our  own  hearts.  This  will  command  the 
approval  and  co-operation  of  the  evan- 
gelical churches,  and  of  all  true  evan- 
gelical Christians.  This  will  insure  the 
best  Association  work  in  the  line  for 
which  it  was  instituted,  and  Jesus  himself 
will  say  to  such  what  he  said  to  the 
angel  of  the  church  of  Philadelphia:  “ I 
know  thv  works:  behold,  I have  set  be- 
fore thee  an  open  door,  and  no  man  can 
shut  it:  for  thou  hast  a little  strength  and 
hast  kept  my  word,  and  hast  not  denied 
my  name  * * * Because  thou  hast 

kept  the  word  of  my  patience,  I also  will 
keep  thee  from  the  hour  of  temptation, 
which  shall  come  upon  all  the  world,  to 
try  them  that  dwell  upon  the  earth. 
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Behold,  I come  quickly:  hold  that  fast 
which  thou  hast,  that  no  man  take  thy 
crown.”  Rev.  iii:  8-11. 

The  future  prospects  of  the  Associa- 
tion are  big  with  promise.  The  whiten- 
ing fields  include  not  only  every  class  of 
young  men  in  America  but  from  across 
the  seas  is  now  unmistakably  heard  the 
Macedonian  cry,  “ Come  over  and  help 
us.”  The  world  as  never  before  is  wide 
open  to  the  efforts  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  in  its  work  for  the 
salvation  of  young  men. 

Let  us  hold  fast  to  our  evangelical  basis 
without  wavering.  Let  us  with  a firm 
reliance  upon  God,  carry  faithfully  into 
execution  its  provisions,  and  let  us  come 
closer  together  into  that  unity  for  which 
Christ  prayed,  as  recorded  in  the  21st 
verse  of  the  17th  chapter  of  St.  Johns 
Gospel;  then  will  the  vital  relation  of 
the  Association  to  the  evangelical  church 
be  an  assured  fact.  Then  will  the  per- 
petuity of  the  Association  be  desirable 
and  certain,  ami  then  will  the  true  As- 
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sociation  workers  secure  the  unqualified 
approval  of  tlie  Master: 

“"Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful 
servant  : thou  hast  been  faithful  over  a 
few  things,  I will  make  thee  ruler  over 
many  things:  enter  thou  iuto  the  joy  of 
thy  lord.” — Matt.  xxv:-21. 


